Coccidioidomycosis in California: regional outbreak, global diagnostic challenge.
Beginning in 1991, case reports of coccidioidomycosis in California increased dramatically, pursuant to a variety of natural and demographic factors. This highly infectious fungal disease with propensity to disseminate widely, mimic other conditions, and cause pathology at locations distant in place and time is readily treatable if recognized at an early stage. The concentration of military bases in endemic areas and the mobility of military personnel suggest a heightened potential for case presentations elsewhere and a need for elevated diagnostic suspicion on the part of military physicians worldwide. We review three cases of disseminated disease recently referred to our facility.